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Literary History of the Arabs, By R.A. Nicholson, Page # 464 Cambridge ) -“Ut

(University Press

464 THE MONGOL INVASION AND AFTER . . :
Traditions saw = grave danger to themselves in the esoteric A therary HlStory
revelation which mystics clai possess ile the

hm.nzwgzxagw;umfom?::mu: ::lm;n, of the Arabs

looked down with contempt on the idea that true knowledge
of God could be derived from theology, or from any source
except the inner light of beavenly inspiration. Hence the
antithesis of faglh (theologian) and fagir (dervish), the one
class forming a powerful official hierarchy in close alliance with

the Government, whereas the $ifis found their chief support By

among the people at large, and especially among the poor, v

We need not dwell further on the natural antagonism which Reynold A. Nicholson, M.A.
bas always existed between these rival corporations, and which Lecturer in Pervian in the Univenity of Cambridge, and

is 2 marked feature in the modern history of Islam. It will be Fettow.of Teiaky Colome

more instructive to_spend a_few moments with the last great
Mubammadan theosophist, ‘Abdu 'l-Wahhid
oaris,  al-Sha'rini, a man who, with all his weaknesses,
was an original thinker, and exerted an infuence

strongly felt to this day, as is shown by the steady demand for
his books, He was born about the beginning of the sixtcenth
century. Concerning his outward life we have lictle informa-
tion beyond the facts that he was a weaver by trade and resided
in Cairo. At this time Egypt was 2 province of the Ottoman
Empire. Sha‘rini contrasts the miserable lot of the peasantry
under the new régime with their comparative prosperity under
the Mamelukes. So terrible were the exactions of the tax-
gatherers that the fellah was forced to sell the whole produce
of his land, and sometimes even the ox which ploughed it, in l
order to save himself and his family from imprisonment ; and
every lucrative business was crushed by confiscation. It is
not to be supposed, however, that Sha‘réni gave serious atten- New York
tion to such sublunary matters. He lived in a world of i Charles Soriboer’s Sons
visions and wonderful experiences. He conversed with angels .
and prophets, like his more famous predecessor, Mubiyyu *1-Din / 153-157, Fifth Avenue
Ibnu ’l-‘Arabi, whose Mecan Revelations he studied and :
epitomised, His autobiography entitled Latd'ifu 'I-Minan [ 1907

g,
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https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-59_owKvh4fU/Wg7McMtGa3I/AAAAAAAAPw0/yQdAFwHFm3ciz8V3mBzOba4suwvKj43vQCLcBGAs/s1600/%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25DB%258C%25D8%2592%2B%25DB%25B1%25DB%25B2.jpg

SHA'RANT 465 ' . . :
A Literary History
displays the hicrophant in full dress. It is & record of the i
singular spiritual gifts and virtues with which he was endowed, E
and would rank a3 a masterpiece of shameloss self-lsudation, of the Arabs
did not the author repeatedly assure us that all his extra-
ordinary qualitics are Divine blessings and are gratefully set
forth by their recipient ad majorem Dei gloriam. We should
be treating Sha‘rini very unfairly if we judged him by this
work alone, The arrogant miracle-monger was one of the
most learned men of his day, and could beat the scholastic By
theologians with their own weapons. In he ded
theology (figh) as the first step .:md, Sm m:?,:d,. Reynold A. Nicholson, M.A.
voured to show that in reality they are different aspects of the Lecturer is Persien ia the Univenity of Cambridge, xad somwetioe
mme science. He also sought to harmonise the four great PR Ty S
whools of law, whose disagreement was consecrated by the
well-known saying ascribed to the Prophet: “ The variance
of my people is an act of Divine mercy” (ikhtildfu wmmati

rabmar™). Like the Arabian $ifis generally, Sha‘rin{ kept his
| mpsticism within narrow bounds, and declared himself an
i adberent of the moderate section which follows Junayd of
Bighdid (t 90g—g10 A.D.). For all his extravagant pretensions )
ad childish belief in the supernatural, he never Jost touch with
the Mubammadan Church,

In the thirteenth century Ibn Taymiyya had tried to
eradicate the abuses which obscured the simple creed of Islam,
He failed, but his work was carried on by others and was
crowned, after 2 long interval, by the Wahhdbite Reformation.t | f

Mubammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhdb? from whom its name is

* See Malerials for a Hislory of the Wahabys, by . L. Burckhardt, pub- New York
fisbed fn the second volume of his Nodes on the Bedouins and Wahkabys !
(Londoo, 1831). Burckhardt wasin Arabis while the Turks were engaged ¢
in re-conquering the Hijiz from the Wahhibis, His graphic and highly y
interesting narrative has been summarised by Dory, Essai sur [hisiodre '
de I'Islamisme, ch, 13. \

* Following Barckhardt's example, moet Ewropesn writers call him * 1
simply ‘Abda "-Wahhib, [ 907
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Charles Scribner’s Sons

153-157, Fifth Avenue
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