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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

1. Full Name: Karl Christopher Eppich

2. Have you ever used or been known by any other name?   No   If so, state name:

3. Office Address: Pinal County Superior Court 
971 N. Jason Lopez Cir., Bldg. A 
P.O. Box 946 
Florence, AZ 85132 

4. How long have you lived in Arizona?  What is your home zip code?

25 years.   85140 

5. Identify the county you reside in and the years of your residency.

Pinal County since May 2007 

6. If nominated, will you be 30 years old before taking office?     x yes     no

If nominated, will you be younger than age 65 at the time the nomination is sent
to the Governor?     x yes     no

7. List your present and any former political party registrations and approximate

APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION TO 
JUDICIAL OFFICE 

SECTION I:  PUBLIC INFORMATION 
(QUESTIONS 1 THROUGH 71) 



Filing Date:  March 31, 2017 
Applicant Name: __Karl C. Eppich___ 

 Page 2  

dates of each: 
 
    Republican 1997-present 
    Democrat 1996 
    Republican 1980-1995 
 

(The Arizona Constitution, Article VI, § 37, requires that not all nominees sent to 
the Governor be of the same political affiliation.) 
 

8. Gender: Male 
 
 Race/Ethnicity:____White____  
 
 

 
 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 

 
9. List names and locations of all post-secondary schools attended and any 

degrees received. 
 
 Stanford Law School, Stanford, CA   8/89 - 5/92 Doctor of Jurisprudence 
 

Univ. of California at Irvine        3/87 – 8/88 Bachelor of Arts 
 
Humboldt State Univ., Arcata, CA   9/82 – 1/83 

 
California State Univ. at Northridge   1/81 – 5/81 

 
Univ. of Southern Calif., Los Angeles  9/78 -1/80   

 
 
10. List major and minor fields of study and extracurricular activities. 
 
Undergraduate: Major in Social Ecology with emphasis in Criminology, Criminal Justice 
and Legal Studies 
 
Law School:  Co-founder/co-chairman Stanford Criminal Law Association 
  Member, Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies 
 
 
 
 
11. List scholarships, awards, honors, citations and any other factors (e.g., 

employment) you consider relevant to your performance during college and law 
school. 
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 Bachelor of Arts, Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa 
 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

 
 
12. List all courts in which you have been admitted to the practice of law with dates 

of admission.  Give the same information for any administrative bodies that 
require special admission to practice. 

 
 State of Arizona  10/92 
 U.S. District Court, Arizona   12/92 
 Hopi Tribal Court  9/98 (inactive) 
 
 
13. a. Have you ever been denied admission to the bar of any state due to          
            failure to pass the character and fitness screening? No  If so, explain. 
 

b.      Have you ever had to retake a bar examination in order to be admitted to 
the bar of any state? ___No___ If so, explain any circumstances that may 
have hindered your performance. 

 
 
14. Describe your employment history since completing your undergraduate degree. 

List your current position first.  If you have not been employed continuously since 
completing your undergraduate degree, describe what you did during any 
periods of unemployment or other professional inactivity in excess of three 
months.  Do not attach a resume. 

 
 Pinal County Superior Court           Florence, AZ 
  Presiding Family Court Judge 1/15 – present      
  Judge     6/14 – present  
 

Mesa Municipal Court   10/2000 – 6/14  Mesa, AZ 
Judge 

 
Arizona Court of Appeals   4/99 – 9/2000  &  Phoenix, AZ 

Staff Attorney   8/97 – 8/98 
 
Phoenix Municipal Court   5/99 – 9/2000  Phoenix, AZ 
 Judge Pro Tem 
 
Tempe Municipal Court   7/99 – 9/2000  Tempe, AZ 
 Judge Pro Tem 
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Mangum, Wall, Stoops & Warden  8/98 – 4/99   Flagstaff, AZ  
 Associate   
       
Apache County Attorney   9/94 – 8/97          St. Johns, AZ 
 Deputy County Attorney 
 
Lewis and Roca    9/92 – 9/94   Phoenix, AZ 
 Associate 
 
Lewis and Roca    Summer 1991     Phoenix & Tucson, AZ 
 Law Clerk 
 
Santa Clara County District Attorney 1990            San Jose, CA 
 Law Clerk/Bar-Certified Law Student   
 
Pacific Legal Foundation   Summer 1990      Sacramento, CA 
 Law Clerk 
 
Los Angeles County Sheriff  9/88 – 8/89      Valencia & Castaic, CA 
 Deputy Sheriff 
 
During gaps in employment 8/89-9/92 I was a law student or studying for the bar. 
 

 
15. List your law partners and associates, if any, within the last five years.  You may 

attach a firm letterhead or other printed list.  Applicants who are judges or 
commissioners should additionally attach a list of judges or commissioners 
currently on the bench in the court in which they serve. 

 
 Judge Stephen McCarville    Judge Kevin White 
 Judge Joseph Georgini    Judge Brenda Oldham 
 Judge Steven Fuller     Judge Daniel Washburn 
 Judge Jason Holmberg    Judge Henry Gooday 
 Judge Delia Neal     Commissioner Dwight Callahan 
 Commissioner Lawrence Wharton  Commissioner DeLana Fuller 
 Commissioner Richard Platt   Commissioner R. Carter Olsen 
 Commissioner Patrick Gard   Commissioner Megan Weagant 
 
 
 
16. Describe the nature of your law practice over the last five years, listing the major 

areas of law in which you practiced and the percentage each constituted of your 
total practice. If you have been a judge or commissioner for the last five years, 
describe the nature of your law practice before your appointment to the bench. 
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Practice prior to appointment to the bench: 

As a staff attorney at the Arizona Court of Appeals, I drafted opinions and 
memorandum decisions in felony criminal cases, presented drafts at panel conferences 
and attended oral arguments. 

At Mangum, Wall in Flagstaff I practiced primarily in the areas of insurance and 
municipal defense, with a smaller part of my caseload involving education, employment 
and administrative law.  I also served as a contract municipal prosecutor a few hours 
per month. 

As a deputy county attorney in Apache County, I was responsible for the vertical 
prosecution of all types of felony and misdemeanor criminal cases.  Additional 
responsibilities involved occasionally providing legal advice to the county assessor and 
the local fire district board. 

At Lewis and Roca my practice was equally divided among the areas of commercial 
litigation, insurance defense and product liability litigation. 

17. List other areas of law in which you have practiced.

Not applicable.

18. Identify all areas of specialization for which you have been granted certification
by the State Bar of Arizona or a bar organization in any other state.

Not applicable.

19. Describe your experience as it relates to negotiating and drafting important legal
documents, statutes and/or rules.

As a judge, I draft written rulings on motions and other matters presented to me.
In my current assignment this includes preparing marital dissolution decrees and
other family law orders.   As a staff attorney with the Court of Appeals, I drafted
memorandum decisions and opinions.  As a prosecutor and in private civil
practice I drafted various types of motions (e.g., summary judgment, discovery,
responses to motions to suppress or dismiss, in limine evidentiary motions) and
appellate briefs.  I have also negotiated settlements (criminal and civil) and
negotiated terms for purchase of a business.

I currently serve on the Arizona Supreme Court’s Task Force on the Rules of
Family Law Procedure, which is charged with reviewing and restyling the rules.  I
also serve on the Arizona State Bar Family Law Practice and Procedure
Committee, which drafts proposed rule changes and comments on rule change
petitions submitted by others.  As a member of the State Bar Criminal Practice
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and Procedure Committee I participated in drafting proposed rule changes and 
comments on proposed amendments to the Rules of Criminal Procedure.  

 
 
20. Have you practiced in adversary proceedings before administrative boards or 

commissions? _Yes__ If so, state: 
 
 a. The agencies and the approximate number of adversary proceedings in 
  which you appeared before each agency. 
 

I represented the Flagstaff Unified School District against a former employee in a 
“whistle-blower” hearing before an independent administrative hearing officer.  
 

 
b. The approximate number of these matters in which you appeared as: 

 
Sole Counsel:  __1___  

 
Chief Counsel:  ______  

 
Associate Counsel:  ______  

 
 
21. Have you handled any matters that have been arbitrated or mediated?  _No___  

If so, state the approximate number of these matters in which you were involved 
as: 

 
Sole Counsel:  ______  

 
Chief Counsel:  ______  
 
Associate Counsel:  ______  

 
 
22. List at least three but no more than five contested matters you negotiated to 

settlement.  State as to each case: (1) the date or period of the proceedings; (2) 
the names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all counsel involved 
and the party each represented; (3) a summary of the substance of each case: 
and (4) a statement of any particular significance of the case.   

 
As a deputy county attorney, I represented the State in each of the following matters: 
 
State V. Warren Drye, Apache County Superior Court, 1996-97 
 
 Counsel for defendant:  Michael Vaughn, Phoenix (deceased) 
 
 Child molestation/sexual assault case.  Case was complicated by passage of 
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time between commission of offenses and filing of charges, pressure on victim to 
recant by family members and arguably inadmissible nature of defendant’s 
confession.  Defendant pled guilty to two counts with stipulated prison term 
followed by lifetime probation. 

 
 State v. Kenneth Allen, Apache County Superior Court, 1997 
 Counsel for defendant:  D. Bryce Patterson, P.O. Box 236, St. Johns, AZ 85936 
 (928) 551-0390 st.johnslaw@yahoo.com 
 
 Child molestation case in which defendant had molested a family member.  Case 

was complicated by reluctance of parents to have victim testify.  Defendant pled 
to two counts with prison term to be followed by lifetime probation. 

 
 State v. Stephen Slade, Apache County Superior Court, 1995 
 Counsel for defendant:  Donna Grimsley, P.O. Box 667, St. Johns, AZ 85936 
 (928) 337-7555 
 
 Defendant was charged with indecent exposure and sexual abuse.  Case 

involved uncooperative victim and hearsay/confrontation clause problems of 
proof.  Defendant pled guilty to contributing to delinquency of minor and was 
placed on probation. 

 
 
 
23. Have you represented clients in litigation in Federal or state trial courts?  Yes___ 

If so, state: 
 

The approximate number of cases in which you appeared before: 
 
Federal Courts:  __2___  

 
State Courts of Record: _200___  

 
Municipal/Justice Courts: __800__  

 
The approximate percentage of those cases which have been: 

 
Civil:    10%___  

 
Criminal:   _90%__  
 

           The approximate number of those cases in which you were: 
 
Sole Counsel:  90%___   

 
Chief Counsel:  ______  
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Associate Counsel:  _10%__ 

 
The approximate percentage of those cases in which: 

 
You wrote and filed a pre-trial, trial, or post-trial motion that wholly or 
partially disposed of the case (for example, a motion to dismiss, a motion 
for summary judgment, a motion for judgment as a matter of law, or a 
motion for new trial) or wrote a response to such a motion:  _5%_  

 
You argued a motion described above      _3%_ 

 
 
You made a contested court appearance (other than as set   
forth in the above response)      15%_ 

 
You negotiated a settlement:      90%_ 

 
The court rendered judgment after trial:     __5% 

 
A jury rendered a verdict:       __2% 

 
 
The number of cases you have taken to trial: 
 
       Limited jurisdiction court    20_ 
 
       Superior court  _5___ 

           
Federal district court     _____ 
 
Jury    _5__ 

             
Note: If you approximate the number of cases taken to trial, explain why an 

exact count is not possible.    
  
 All numbers are estimates due to length of time that has passed and limited 
nature of record keeping at the time. 

 
24. Have you practiced in the Federal or state appellate courts?  Yes___ If so, state: 
 

The approximate number of your appeals which have been: 
 

Civil:    ___2_  
 

Criminal:   ______  
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Other:    ______ 

 
The approximate number of matters in which you appeared: 

 
As counsel of record on the brief: 2   

 
Personally in oral argument:  2    

 
 
25. Have you served as a judicial law clerk or staff attorney to a court?  Yes If so, 

identify the court, judge, and the dates of service and describe your role. 
 

Staff Attorney, Division One, Arizona Court of Appeals, Phoenix, AZ 
 August 1997-August 1998 & April 1999-September 2000 
 

Drafted opinions and memorandum decisions in felony criminal cases.  
Presented drafts at panel conferences and attended oral arguments. 

 
 
26. List at least three but no more than five cases you litigated or participated in as 

an attorney before mediators, arbitrators, administrative agencies, trial courts or 
appellate courts that were not negotiated to settlement.  State as to each case:  
(1) the date or period of the proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency 
and the name of the judge or officer before whom the case was heard; (3) the 
names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all counsel involved and 
the party each represented; (4) a summary of the substance of each case; and 
(5) a statement of any particular significance of the case. 

 
As a deputy county attorney, I represented the state in each of the following matters: 
 
State v. Akhtar Zaman, Arizona Supreme Court, 1997 
 Counsel for defendant:  John Trebon, 308 N. Aggasiz, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
 (928) 779-1713 jtrebonlaw@gmail.com 
 
 Civil paternity and child support action brought by state on behalf of Native 

American child against non-Indian father.  I briefed and argued the case before 
the Arizona Supreme Court.  Issue on appeal was whether state court had 
subject matter jurisdiction or whether tribal court had exclusive jurisdiction given 
identity of parties and fact that all relevant events occurred on reservation.  
Supreme Court ruled in favor of the state.  Case is reported at 190 Ariz. 208. 

 
State v, Akhtar Zaman, Apache County Superior Court, Hon. Michael Nelson, 1996-97 
 Counsel for defendant:  John Chapela, member of New Mexico Bar admitted pro 

hac vice. P.O. Box 672, Gallup, NM 87305  (505) 722-2833  
chapelaja@gmail.com 
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 Criminal case in which I prosecuted the defendant for failure to pay child support. 

 Defendant was convicted after jury trial, placed on probation and ordered to pay 
$30,000 in back support.  Conviction was initially reversed on appeal, but was 
reinstated based upon Supreme Court ruling in case discussed above. 

 
State v. William Brown, Apache County Superior Court, Hon. Michael Nelson, 1996-

97 
 Counsel for defendant: Ron Wood, 201 S. White Mtn Rd., Show Low, AZ 85901 
 (928) 537-5799 ron@azcrimedog.net 
 
 I prosecuted the defendant for murder.  The case received attention in the local 

press and divided a substantial portion of small community in which the killing 
occurred.  Defendant argued self-defense and was acquitted by jury. 

 
State v. Wayne Yellowhorse, Apache County Superior Court, Hon. Michael Nelson, 

1996 
 Counsel for defendant: Benjamin Cole, 141 N. Date, Ste 50, Mesa, AZ 85201 
 (480) 649-4004 b.s.cole.jr@gmail.com 
 
 Prosecution of driver of car involved in drive-by shooting of home of deputy 

sheriff.  Defendant argued lack of intent and duress.  Jury found defendant guilty 
of drive-by shooting and several counts of aggravated assault and 
endangerment. 

 
State v. Billy Hiscock, Apache County Superior Court, Hon. Michael Nelson, 1996 
 Counsel for defendant: G.L. “Pat” Patterson, P.O. Box 1036, Springerville, AZ 

85938   (928) 333-5161   glpatlaw@gmail.com 
 
 Prosecuted defendant for aggravated assault on peace officer with a firearm.  

Jury found defendant guilty except insane.  First Apache County case involving 
insanity defense under new “guilty except insane” statute.  Defendant was 
committed to State Hospital under custody of Psychiatric Security Review Board. 

 
 
27. If you now serve or have previously served as a mediator, arbitrator, part-time or 

full-time judicial officer, or quasi-judicial officer (e.g., administrative law judge, 
hearing officer, member of state agency tribunal, member of State Bar 
professionalism tribunal, member of military tribunal, etc.), give dates and details, 
including the courts or agencies involved, whether elected or appointed, periods 
of service and a thorough description of your assignments at each court or 
agency.  Include information about the number and kinds of cases or duties you 
handled at each court or agency (e.g., jury or court trials, settlement 
conferences, contested hearings, administrative duties, etc.). 
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Judge, Pinal County Superior Court  6/14 – present 
 Appointed, full-time position with retention election.  Since my appointment I 

have been assigned to the family law bench.  I handle all aspects of family law 
matters, including dissolution, child legal decision-making and parenting time, 
child support and third-party rights.  At any given time I have approximately 300 
open family law cases pending.  I also preside over protective orders.  I cover 
criminal, juvenile and civil matters for other judges as needed.  In addition, I carry 
a small criminal caseload, averaging about a half-dozen cases at any given time. 
 According to our case management system, I have had a total of almost 2000 
assigned matters since my appointment.  I regularly conduct settlement 
conferences in family and criminal cases. 

 
  Since January of 2015, I have served as the presiding judge of the family law 
department, with responsibility for administrative oversight of three other judicial 
officers.  My duties include serving as Conciliation Court judge and on the 
Community Advisory Committee for La Paloma Center, which provides 
supervised parenting time and safe exchange services for parents in Pinal 
County. 

 
Judge, Mesa Municipal Court 10/2000 – 6/14 
 Appointed, full-time position.  I handled a high-volume misdemeanor criminal 

docket, as well as civil protective orders.  I presided over more than 150 jury 
trials and several thousand bench trials and other contested hearings.  I also 
handled thousands of arraignments, pretrial conferences, sentencings, probation 
violation proceedings, and civil traffic hearings.  I was one of two judges with 
primary responsibility for training of pro tem judges. 

 
Judge Pro Tem, Maricopa County Superior Court  2004 -10 
 Volunteer appointed position.  Occasionally heard appeals from administrative 

agency decisions on an as-needed basis. 
 
Judge Pro Tem, Tempe and Phoenix Municipal Courts 1999-2000 
 Presided cover misdemeanor criminal cases and civil traffic matters on a part-

time, as-needed basis.  Appointed positions. 
 
28. List at least three but no more than five cases you presided over or heard as a 

judicial or quasi-judicial officer, mediator or arbitrator.  State as to each case: (1) 
the date or period of the proceedings; (2) the name of the court or agency; (3) 
the names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all counsel involved 
and the party each represented; (4) a summary of the substance of each case; 
and (5) a statement of any particular significance of the case. 
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I presided over the following cases as a Pinal County Superior Court judge: 
 
State v. Milton Barnett, III  2014-16 
Counsel for State: Jill Sosin, P.O. Box 887, Florence, AZ 85132 
(520) 866-6271 Jill.Sosin@pinalcountyaz.gov 
Counsel for Defendant: Chester Lockwood, P.O. Box 4560, Apache Junction, AZ 85178 
(928) 533-3126 chetjet@myself.com 
 

Criminal case in which defendant was charged with various offenses arising out 
of a planned drug transaction.  It was alleged that the defendant and his 
accomplices had intended to rob the prospective seller.  Legal issues in dispute 
that I was required to resolve included allegation of vindictive prosecution relating 
to the defendant’s re-indictment and whether stipulation to admit videotaped 
testimony of intended victim was still binding after additional charges were filed.  
I presided over a nine day jury trial in which the defendant was convicted. 

 
Nesbihal v. Nesbihal      2015-17   
Counsel for Petitioner:  Melinda Sloma, 3030 N. 3rd St., Suite 600, Phoenix, AZ 85012 
(602) 494-0556 msloma@slomalawgroup.com 
Counsel for Respondent: Deborah Varney, 1845 S. Dobson Rd., #209 Mesa, AZ 85202 
(480) 838-2400 deborah.varney@rocketmail.com 
 

Highly contentious marital dissolution case with allegations of significant 
domestic violence and fraud.  Legal issues that I was required to resolve 
included whether husband ‘s treating neurologist was qualified to offer expert 
opinion on his future employment prospects for purposes of spousal 
maintenance and whether husband’s former bankruptcy counsel could be 
compelled to discuss husband’s financial circumstances.  Also at issue was 
whether husband’s post-filing earnings were relevant to division of debts and/or 
attorney fee request.  Trial was bifurcated due to pending bankruptcy filing.  I 
issued rulings with respect to issues tried in the first phase of trial and on 
discovery issues related to the second.  Matter settled prior to second phase of 
trial. 

 
Olsen v. Olsen 2016 
Counsel for Petitioner:  Maureen Gregan, 320 W. Superstition Blvd. Suite 110, 
Apache Junction, AZ 85120 
(480) 982-2754 info@greganlawoffice.com  
Counsel for Respondent:  Jan Buescher, 3514 N. Power Rd. # 103, Mesa, AZ 85215 
(480) 344-1802 
info@BuescherLaw.com 

 
Dissolution case.  Primary issues included use of marital residence, parenting 
time, attorney fees and interpretation of partial settlement agreement. 
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Varner v. Kennedy  2014-16 
Counsel for Petitioner: Gary Schneider, 2929 N. Power Rd., Suite 101, Mesa, AZ 85215 
(480) 285-1905 gary@schneiderlawaz.com 
Counsel for Respondent:  Lynsey Robinson, 766 N. Park Ave., Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
(520) 316-8076 Lrobinson@sazlegalaid.org 
Counsel for Respondent: Ari Cohn, 100 E. Florence Blvd., Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
(520) 836-1776 suttonlaw@azsuttonlaw.com 
Best Interest Counsel: Kent Volkmer, P.O. Box 887, Florence, AZ 85132 
(520) 866-6320 kent.volkmer@pinalcountyaz.gov 
 
 

Contentious marital dissolution matter with competing allegations regarding 
parental fitness.  I presided over the initial dissolution and post-decree 
proceedings in which father sought modification of legal decision-making and 
parenting time, as well as third party visitation with mother’s other minor child.     
 .  

 
I heard the following case as a Mesa Municipal Court judge:. 
 
State v. Raymond Garcia  9/15/11 
Counsel for State:  W. Craig Jones, 222 E. Javelina, Mesa, AZ 85210 
(602) 506-2600 
Counsel for Defendant:  Daniel Marco, 123 N. Centennial Way, Suite 110,  
Mesa, AZ 85201 (480) 275-4894 dmarco@marcowimmerlaw.com 
 
 Prosecution under city ordinance for failure to remit sales taxes.  At issue was 

whether an individual member of a limited liability company can be held 
criminally liable for the LLC’s failure to remit.  My grant of defendant’s motion to 
dismiss was affirmed on appeal.

 
 
 
29. Describe any additional professional experience you would like to bring to the 

Commission’s attention. 
 

From 2009 to 2014, I served as a member of the Arizona Judicial Ethics Advisory 
Committee. The committee is responsible for issuing formal and informal 
opinions interpreting the Code of Judicial Conduct and the Code of Conduct for 
Judicial Employees. 

 
 
 

 
BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
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30. Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business or profession other
than the practice of law or holding judicial or other public office, other than as
described at question 14? Yes___ If so, give details, including dates.

U.S. Army, Military Police Sergeant  1983-86

Various jobs during high school and college (dishwasher, busboy, driver, security
guard, disc jockey) 1977-83

31. Are you now an officer, director, majority stockholder, managing member, or
otherwise engaged in the management of any business enterprise? _No___   If
so, give details, including the name of the enterprise, the nature of the business,
the title or other description of your position, the nature of your duties and the
term of your service.

Do you intend to resign such positions and withdraw from any participation in the
management of any such enterprises if you are nominated and appointed?  _Not
applicable___ If not, explain your decision.

32. Have you filed your state and federal income tax returns for all years you were
legally required to file them?__Yes____ If not, explain.

33. Have you paid all state, federal and local taxes when due?  __Yes____ If not,
explain.

34. Are there currently any judgments or tax liens outstanding against you? __No___
If so, explain.

35. Have you ever violated a court order addressing your personal conduct, such as
orders of protection, or for payment of child or spousal support?  _No____ If so,
explain.

36. Have you ever been a party to a lawsuit, including an administrative agency
matter but excluding divorce?  Yes If so, identify the nature of the case, your
role, the court, and the ultimate disposition.

Plaintiff in wrongful death action arising out of my father’s death in a motor vehicle 
collision. Fresno County Superior Court, California, 1993.  Matter settled prior to 
trial. 
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Nominal defendant in personal injury suit against my spouse arising out of motor 
vehicle collision.  Maricopa County Superior Court, 1998.  Matter resolved by 
arbitration with award paid by insurer. 

 
Defendant in a quiet title action involving a parcel of real property that once belonged to 

my mother.  My sisters and I were named defendants as beneficiaries of her 
trust.  I never claimed any interest in the property, so I signed a quit-claim deed 
and the matter was dismissed.  San Bernardino County Superior Court, 
California, 2016. 

 
 
37. Have you ever filed for bankruptcy protection on your own behalf or for an 

organization in which you held a majority ownership interest? _No____  If so, 
explain. 

 
 
38. Do you have any financial interests including investments, which might conflict 

with the performance of your judicial duties?  ___No___ If so, explain. 
 
 
 

 
CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

 
 

39. Have you ever been terminated, asked to resign, expelled, or suspended from 
employment or any post-secondary school or course of learning due to 
allegations of dishonesty, plagiarism, cheating, or any other “cause” that might 
reflect in any way on your integrity?  __No___ If so, provide details. 

 
 
40. Have you ever been arrested for, charged with, and/or convicted of any felony, 

misdemeanor, or Uniform Code of Military Justice violation? __No____ 
  
 If so, identify the nature of the offense, the court, the presiding judicial officer, 

and the ultimate disposition. 
 
 
41. If you performed military service, please indicate the date and type of discharge. 
  If other than honorable discharge, explain. 
 

U.S. Army, Honorably Discharged (separated from active service 10/86; 
discharged from inactive reserve 10/89). 

 
 
42. List and describe any matter (including mediation, arbitration, negotiated 
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settlement and/or malpractice claim you referred to your insurance carrier) in 
which you were accused of wrongdoing concerning your law practice.  

 
 Not applicable. 
 
 
43. List and describe any litigation initiated against you based on allegations of 

misconduct other than any listed in your answer to question 42.  
 
 Not applicable. 
 
 
44. List and describe any sanctions imposed upon you by any court. 
 
 Not applicable. 
 
 
45. Have you received a notice of formal charges, cautionary letter, private 

admonition, referral to a diversionary program, or any other conditional sanction 
from the Commission on Judicial Conduct, the State Bar, or any other 
disciplinary body in any jurisdiction? __No___ If so, in each case, state in detail 
the circumstances and the outcome. 
 
 

46. During the last 10 years, have you unlawfully used controlled substances, 
narcotic drugs or dangerous drugs as defined by federal or state law? ___No___ 
If your answer is “Yes,” explain in detail.   

 
 
47. Within the last five years, have you ever been formally reprimanded, demoted, 

disciplined, cautioned, placed on probation, suspended,  terminated or asked to 
resign by an employer, regulatory or investigative agency?  ___No___ If so, state 
the circumstances under which such action was taken, the date(s) such action 
was taken, the name(s) and contact information of any persons who took such 
action, and the background and resolution of such action. 

 
 
48. Have you ever refused to submit to a test to determine whether you had 

consumed and/or were under the influence of alcohol or drugs?  _No_____ If so, 
state the date you were requested to submit to such a test, type of test 
requested, the name and contact information of the entity requesting that you 
submit to the test, the outcome of your refusal and the reason why you refused 
to submit to such a test. 

 
 
49. Have you ever been a party to litigation alleging that you failed to comply with the 



Filing Date:  March 31, 2017 
Applicant Name: __Karl C. Eppich___ 

 Page 17  

substantive requirements of any business or contractual arrangement, including 
but not limited to bankruptcy proceedings? ___No___ If so, explain the 
circumstances of the litigation, including the background and resolution of the 
case, and provide the dates litigation was commenced and concluded, and the 
name(s) and contact information of the parties. 

 
 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

 
 
50. Have you published or posted any legal or non-legal books or articles?  

__No____ If so, list with the citations and dates. 
 
 
51. Are you in compliance with the continuing legal education requirements 

applicable to you as a lawyer or judge?  __Yes____ If not, explain. 
 
 
52. Have you taught any courses on law or lectured at bar associations, 

conferences, law school forums or continuing legal education seminars?  Yes___ 
If so, describe. 

 
 Each year, beginning in 2003, I have served as a faculty member for new judge 

orientation for limited jurisdiction judges.  For many of those years I also served 
as a mentor judge for the program.  Topics I have taught include effective case 
management, judicial ethics, contempt, search and seizure, criminal traffic and 
DUI law, criminal procedure, and appeals. 

 
 I have made several presentations at the annual Arizona Judicial Conference on 

the topics of new legislation, rules and case law, ethics and contempt. 
 
  I have presented on several topics at meetings of the Arizona Magistrates 

Association (at which I’m scheduled to teach again in May) and at the annual 
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety conference for judges. 

 
 While on the Mesa Municipal Court bench, I developed and presented an in-

house ethics course for staff members. 
 
 Last year, I put together a presentation on civil protective orders for the Pinal 

County judiciary, both general and limited jurisdiction. 
 
 For the past two years I have served on the planning committee for the annual 

Legal Competency and Restoration Conference for mental health professionals 
and judges that is sponsored by the Arizona Supreme Court.  I taught at the 
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conference last year. 
 
 
53. List memberships and activities in professional organizations, including offices 

held and dates. 
 
 Arizona Judges Association 
 Executive Committee 2016 – present 
 Member 2014 – present 
 
 Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
 2015 – present 
 
 National Council of Juvenile and Family  Court Judges 
 2015 – present  
 
 Arizona Magistrates Association  
 President 2010 -13 
 Vice-president 2008 -10 
 Member  2002 - 14 
  
 Lorna Lockwood Inn of Court  1993-94 
 
 

Have you served on any committees of any bar association (local, state or 
national) or have you performed any other significant service to the bar?  Yes___ 
 
List offices held in bar associations or on bar committees.  Provide information 
about any activities in connection with pro bono legal services (defined as 
services to the indigent for no fee), legal related volunteer community activities or 
the like. 
 
State Bar of Arizona Family Law Section Executive Council 
2017 – present 
 
State Bar of Arizona Family Practice and Procedure Committee 
2015 – present 
 
State Bar of Arizona Professionalism Committee 
2011-14 
 
State Bar of Arizona Appointments Committee 
2004-10 
 
State Bar of Arizona Criminal Practice and Procedure Committee 
1997-2002 
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54. Describe the nature and dates of any relevant community or public service you
have performed.

For the last several years I have volunteered with my sons’ Boy Scout troop and
Cub Scout pack.  In addition to providing transportation and chaperoning outings,
I regularly serve on boards of review for boys seeking rank advancement and am
a merit badge counselor for seven merit badges.  I also have made
presentations on the role of the judiciary, separation of powers and the rights
and responsibilities of citizenship.

Each of the last three years I have volunteered to preside over adoption
proceedings on National Adoption Day.

Earlier this month I judged the Pinal County middle school mock trial competition.

Last November I participated in a panel presentation to students from two of the
Florence District high schools with judges from Division Two of the Court of
Appeals.  As part of the Supreme Court’s strategic agenda to improve court-
community involvement, the judges discussed their career paths and engaged
the students in an interactive discussion of the judicial process.

Over the past several years I have occasionally volunteered with Feed My
Starving Children, a non-profit organization, packing food boxes for distribution to
impoverished children in foreign countries.

In 2014 I spoke to third grade classes at San Tan Learning Center in Gilbert
regarding my role as a judge, the judicial process and the braches of
government.  Over the years I have made similar presentations to scout groups
visiting court.

In 2013, I spoke to a group of students from an advanced seminar on domestic
violence from ASU and conferred with their professor, Dr. Alesha Durfee,
regarding research she was planning.

Approximately 2002-05, I volunteered as a judge for the state finals for the high
school  “We the People” mock congressional hearing competition as well as for
the state finals for the high school mock trial competition.

In 1999, I volunteered at fundraising events for the Flagstaff Lions Club to benefit
the blind and vision impaired.

55. List any relevant professional or civic honors, prizes, awards or other forms of
recognition you have received.
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Named to Arizona’s Finest Lawyers in 2011 

U.S. Army – Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct Medal, Army of Occupation Medal 

56. List any elected or appointed public offices you have held and/or for which you
have been a candidate, and the dates.

None other than the judicial positions noted above.

Have you ever been removed or resigned from office before your term expired?
Yes_ If so, explain.

I resigned from my position as a Mesa Municipal Court judge upon my
appointment to superior court.

Have you voted in all general elections held during the last 10 years? Yes__ If
not, explain.

57. Describe any interests outside the practice of law that you would like to bring to
the Commission’s attention.

In addition to spending time with my children and my involvement with their
sports and scouting activities, I enjoy reading (mostly history and historical
fiction), camping, target shooting, hunting and playing with my dog.  I have
recently developed a keen interest in saltwater fishkeeping, but have yet to dive
into the hobby as an aquarist.

HEALTH 

58. Are you physically and mentally able to perform the essential duties of a judge
with or without a reasonable accommodation in the court for which you are
applying? __Yes____

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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59. The Arizona Constitution requires the Commission to consider the diversity of the 
state’s population in making its nominations.  Provide any information about 
yourself (your heritage, background, life experiences, etc.) that may be relevant 
to this consideration. 

 
 I come from a blue-collar, working class family that stressed the value of 

education.  While serving in the army, I lived and worked closely with people 
from a wide variety of backgrounds. The nature of my assignments required the 
ability to effectively communicate with others and work as a team.   My later 
employment also involved interaction with diverse people, particularly working as 
a prosecutor in an area with a majority Native American population. 

 
 In my role as a judge I interact with people form every racial, ethnic, religious and 

socio-economic background, the majority of whom are self-represented. 
 
 My own family is ethnically mixed, my wife and I having adopted three Latino 

children, two of whom are from Central America.  I also experience the 
challenges and rewards of parenting a developmentally disabled child with 
cerebral palsy. 

 
My legal experience is diverse as well.  In addition to serving on the superior and 
municipal court benches, I’ve practiced as a rural prosecutor, an appellate court 
staff attorney, and a civil litigator in large and small firms. 

 
60. Provide any additional information relative to your qualifications you would like to 

bring to the Commission’s attention. 
 

I am committed to the fair, impartial and efficient administration of justice.  During 
my sixteen years of employment as a full-time judge, I have strived to ensure 
that all whom appear in my court feel that they have been treated with dignity 
and respect and have had a fair opportunity to heard, regardless of the outcome 
of the case. 

 
 
61. If selected for this position, do you intend to serve a full term and would you 

accept rotation to benches outside your areas of practice or interest and accept 
assignment to any court location?  __Yes____ If not, explain.  

 
 
62. Attach a brief statement explaining why you are seeking this position. 
 

I have served as a full-time trial court judge for over sixteen years.  I have found 
the work to be extremely satisfying, both personally and professionally.  I feel 
honored to be entrusted with the responsibility to ensure the fair and efficient 
administration of justice in the matters before me.  During my time on the bench I 
believe that I have established a reputation for treating people with respect, 
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listening carefully, communicating clearly and making sound, impartial judgments 
based upon the law and the evidence.  I have sought not only to improve my own 
performance, but to contribute to the improvement of the judiciary statewide 
through my involvement in judicial education and ethics. 

 While I love my current role, I frankly miss appellate work.  I found my 
employment as a staff attorney at Division One to be extremely rewarding.  I 
greatly enjoyed the intellectual stimulation of research, writing and debate.  I was 
fortunate to have served with a brilliant group of judges and fellow attorneys.  
Being present when the judges conferenced cases, I gained valuable insight into 
the process of appellate judging.  Presenting my drafts at case conferences 
permitted me to hone my writing and persuasive skills.  With the additional 
perspective I have gained on the trial bench, I believe that I can make a 
meaningful contribution as an appellate judge.  

63. Attach two professional writing samples, which you personally drafted (e.g., brief
or motion).  Each writing sample should be no more than five pages in
length, double-spaced. You may excerpt a portion of a larger document to
provide the writing samples.  Please redact any personal, identifying information
regarding the case at issue, unless it is a published opinion, bearing in mind that
the writing sample may be made available to the public on the commission’s
website.

Attached are excerpts of a response I wrote to a motion to suppress as a deputy 
county attorney and a memorandum decision I drafted as a staff attorney with 
Division One of the Court of Appeals. 

64. If you have ever served as a judicial or quasi-judicial officer, mediator or
arbitrator, attach sample copies of not more than three written orders, findings or
opinions (whether reported or not) which you personally drafted.  Each writing
sample should be no more than ten pages in length, double-spaced.  You
may excerpt a portion of a larger document to provide the writing sample(s).
Please redact any personal, identifying information regarding the case at issue,
unless it is a published opinion, bearing in mind that the writing sample may be
made available to the public on the commission’s website.

Attached are rulings I drafted as a Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Pro 
Tem, as a Mesa Municipal Court Judge and as a Pinal County Superior Court 
Judge 

65. If you are currently serving as a judicial officer in any court and are subject to a
system of judicial performance review, please attach the public data reports and
commission vote reports from your last three performance reviews.
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Attached are reports and commission votes from my last Pinal County 
performance review (my first) and data reports and comments from my last two 
City of Mesa performance surveys and minutes of the Mesa Judicial Advisory 
Board reappointment meetings (redacted portions involve reappointment of other 
judges). 

-- INSERT PAGE BREAK HERE TO START SECTION II 
(CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION) ON NEW PAGE --




































































































